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Interview Summary: January 12, 2004 



REPLY TO SUMMARY OF INTERVIEW WITH EXAMINER ON DECEMBER 18, 2003 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



This is a formal statement regarding the record of the substance of the Interview dated 
December 18, 2003 in response to the Interview Summary dated January 12, 2004. The listed 
items for a complete and proper recordation of the substance of an interview under 37 U.S.C. 
Section 1.133 are provided below: 

1) There was no exhibit or demonstration that was conducted; 

2) The claims discussed were Claim 1 and Claim 9; 

3) The prior art discussed was European Patent Application No. EP 0 726 348; 

4) There were no proposed amendments to the claims discussed with the exception that 
the Examiner proposed that the addition of another limitation, not found in EP 0 726 348, would 
overcome the rejection as indicated in the Interview Summary dated January 12, 2004; 



Sir: 
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5) The principal argument is that EP 0 726 348 specifically stated that both a 
fluoropolymer and a rigidizing film forming material should both be applied to the fabric since 
the use of a rigidizing film form material without the fluoropolymer will result in a "...decrease 
in tongue tear strength..." (Page 4, Line 43-45). It is the Examiner's position that a disclosure 
teaching an individual with ordinary skill in the art away from applying a rigidizing film forming 
material to a fabric, without a fluoropolymer, is still a disclosure of the application of a rigidizing 
film forming material to a fabric; 

6) There were no other pertinent matters discussed; and 

7) The outcome of the Interview is that no agreement was reached on the pending claims 
with the recommendation by the Examiner for the Applicant to file an RCE with an additional 
limitation that is not disclosed in European Patent Application No. EP 0 726 348. Moreover, as 
indicated in the Interview Summary dated January 12, 2003, European Patent Application No. 
EP 0 726 348 would not likely be used in a 35 U.S.C. Section 103 combination rejection due to 
the true "teaching away" situation created by European Patent Application No. EP 0 726 348. 
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If any issue regarding this Interview Summary or if the Examiner should have any 
questions regarding this Interview Summary, it is respectfully requested that Examiner, please 
telephone the Applicant's undersigned attorney in this regard. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: Ja^vv^ 27 
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Kevin M. Kercher 
Reg. No. 33,408 

Blackwell Sanders Peper Martin LLP 
720 Olive Street, 24 th Floor 
St. Louis, Missouri 63101 
(314) 345-6000 

ATTORNEY FOR APPLICANT 
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